A new species, Exosporium gymnemae is proposed as a saprobe associated with dead stems of Gymnema sylvestre. It has distinct morphological characters, especially the conidiophores which form large, compact, blackish brown synnemata with glazed surface and cylindrical to obclavate conidia with dark bands at the septa. A literature-based checklist of Exosporium species together with their respective hosts and geographic locations is also provided.
-Exosporium gymnemae AMH 9666, A: Synnemata on substrate, B: Enlarged view of erect synnmeta arising from substrate (dead stem), C-E: Conidia attached to conidiophores, and dark glazed synnemata. -Bars C=10 µm; D, E=20 µm.
used to study features of the fungus on stem surface and for taking photomicrographs. A scrape was taken from growing colonies and mounted in lactic acid cotton blue and examined using an AXIO-10 Carl Ziess microscope. Microphotographs were taken of various morphological structures. The holotype specimen is deposited in Ajrekar Mycological Herbarium (AMH), MACS' Agharkar Research Institute, Pune, India with the accession number AMH 9666. The present taxon was compared to the closely related synnematous species of Exosporium.
Attempts to culture the species on artificial media, such as potato dextrose agar and potato carrot agar (Tuite 1969) were unsuccessful. 
Results

Taxonomic description
Exosporium gymnemae PN Singh, S.K Singh, sp. nov.
Figs 1-2 MycoBank MB 812842
Type -on dead stem of Gymnema sylvestre R.Br. (Apocynaceae), Sacred Groove (18° 50' N; 73° 50' E) Mulshi, Distirct Pune, Maharashtra, India, 7 November 2011, coll. P.N. Singh, AMH 9666 (holotype), PNS-ARI 11 (isotype).
Etymology -Latin, gymnemae refers to a generic name of host 'Gymnema '. Colonies on dead stem punctiform, hairy, brown to black, elongated growing all around the stem surface. Stromata immersed in the substratum, cells compact, pseudoparanchymatous, dark brown. Conidiophores arising from cells of stromata, unbranched, flexuous, septate, dark brown to golden brown, 12.5 µm wide at the widest part, closely adpressed forming synnemata, erect, black, glazed surface, wider near the base, 2200-3000 × 50-100 µm. Conidiogenous cells integrated, terminal to lateral or intercalary, sympodial proliferation, smooth-walled, olivaceous brown, rarely denticulate, cicatrized, scars prominent (up to 14) forming circular ring, up to 6 µm diam., in front view visible as central pore. Conidia acropleurogenous, solitary, straight to slightly curved, clavatocylindric to obclavate, echinulate, thick-walled, pale to dark brown, basal and apical cells sometimes paler or subhyaline, euseptate (2-15 septa), constricted at septa, septation pattern variable (sigmoid, lanceolate and flat band like), base truncate with thick, dark brown scar, apex obtuse to broadly rounded, some conidia with short beak, 21-157 × 16-41.5 µm.
Discussion
There are four other species of Exosporium that produce synnemata: E. monanthotaxis (Pirozynski 1972) , E. ramosum (Ellis 1971) , E. assamicum (Agnihothrudu 1966 ) and E. petersii (Braun 2014) . However, E. gymnemae has the largest, glazed, highly compact synnemata, and widest (16-41.5 µm), clavato-cylindric to obclavate conidia which are rough walled/echinulate and euseptate. The sigmoid, lanciolate and flat band like septation pattern in new species is also distinct from other species in the genus. Based on these salient features, this taxon is distinct from others in the genus.
Exosporium gymnemae is compared with non-synnematous species of Indian origin. It differs from E. coonoorense (Subramanian 1956 ) in having shorter and wider conidia. The conidia of E. gymnemae are significantly longer and wider than those of E. bryophylli (Ramakrishnan 1957) , E. fici (Payak & Thirumalachar 1957 ) and E. ochroleucas (Munjal & Kulshreshtha 1966) . Exosporium lycopersici (Khan & Sullia 1981) , another species described earlier from India, needs to be re-classified as illustrations in the original paper suggest that it is probably a chain forming species of Corynespora (Table 2) . 
